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Remembering Gwen Howlett
by Annie Cété-Kennedy

It is with sadness that we announce the death of Gwen Howlett, a founding member of
the Grand Valley Trails Association and president of the club from 1984 to 1993.

Gwen passed away on Friday, August 20" in her 99" year. As a young woman, Gwen
spent three years studying at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto and sang
opera semi-professionally, led choirs and taught piano. Later in life, she returned to
school and obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in English at the age of 54.

She was a woman of indomitable spirit. Adventurous, her travels took her to Europe,
Panama, New Zealand and Australia. Closer to home she loved her Nahanni River
adventure and visits to Killarney and Temagami. For many years she enjoyed walking on
Grand River Trails, She served on the board of the GVTA as president and was
instrumental in bringing the trail past Brantford. She wrote a book about the trails in
Brantford. A beautiful pianist, she entertained her family and co-residents with her
playing. Even at the age of 98 she was hard to beat at Scrabble.

Gwen is survived by her four children, nine grandchildren and several great
grandchildren.

Hiking Updates

by Petra Suffling

New Hike Leaders: Congratulations and a very warm welcome to our first two new hike
leaders this year,: Theresa Markus and Kevin Kennedy (pictured below), They will be an
excellent addition to our team. We look forward to others who will be completing their
qualifications as hike leaders shortly.

More new hike leaders are still needed, as several of our excellent leaders have now
retired after many years of providing numerous highly enjoyable and informative outings.
While they continue to make invaluable contributions to the hiking community behind the
scenes, we need others to step up and lead the hikes. Please contact Petra Suffling at
hikes@gvta.on.ca for information on becoming a certified hike leader.
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BusyVolunteers
by Emily Bennett

# Many hands make light work! | am happy to share
some photos from a trail maintenance event last
July. Tony Kelly (pictured left) is a Trail Captain for
the Carolinian Crest section. He worked with the Trail
Director, Fred Standeven, to request a small work
party to clear out the overgrowth and stinging nettles
§ near our trail just off Waterworks Park.




We created a small work party and divided into two teams to work each part of the
trail. The work was quick and we were lucky in that it stayed cool enough to work.

Tony sends his thanks to Eva, Emily, Nick and Darren for their hard work.



Volunteering for the 50" Anniversary

by Emily Bennett

In this issue of Trail Markings, | wanted to start the conversation about planning the
GVTA’s 501 Anniversary. We have so many things to celebrate in our association and
want to ensure that we capture a variety of activities that will appeal to our members and
their families.

The Board has started a “Year of Celebratory Events” calendar for 2022 where we have
suggested a variety of activities to celebrate hiking, trail maintenance and

volunteering. An example of some of the events include: Photo Contest to tie into
National Photography Day, and family hikes on Family Day, Trail Maintenance activities
during Volunteer Week / Earth Day. We also have some special events planned that will
be revealed at a later date.

We are calling upon our membership and volunteers to help in the planning and
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